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The Commands of Our Lord
“Listen to Me”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Mark 7:14 “And after He called the multitude to Him again, He began saying to them, "Listen to Me, all of you, and understand:”
Matt 17:5 “While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!"”

There is listening and there is really hearing:

Luke 8:8 “And other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great." As He said these things, He would call out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
God has to first give us spiritual ears before we can hear Him.  I am sure that many of you have experienced trying to talk to someone about Christianity and you can tell that the person does just not understand what you are trying to say.  If we are not one of God’s children we cannot hear the words of Jesus:  

John 8:47 “He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.”

John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,”
Only those who have a place prepared within them to hear the words of Jesus can hear Him.  Only those who are His sheep can hear Him and follow Him.  

John 8:37 “I know that you are Abraham's offspring; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you.”

John 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;”
If you have a friend or a relative who has not demonstrated faith in Jesus Christ then pray for God to create within him a place to hear Him.  Pray that God will give him ears to hear.  
Also on the other end of the conversation is God and He does not hear the prayers of anyone other than His children:
John 9:31 “We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His will, He hears him.”
We are also accountable for what we do hear so we need to be careful to apply spiritual truths as we hear them:

Luke 8:18 “Therefore take care how you listen; for whoever has, to him shall more be given; and whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him.”
Satan and his demons can hear the words of Jesus as we have seen in Scripture when the temptations of Jesus were told to us.  But Satan and his demons do not really listen to Jesus from the standpoint of using those words to help in their following of Him.  

So we see from the Word of God that only God’s children can hear Him and He only hears from His children.  It certainly is a mark of salvation for someone to love hearing the words of Jesus and then to be putting those words into action in his life.  We have to wonder about the person who hears a sermon on Sunday and then practices sin in the world the rest of the week.  Those people are not really listening to Jesus.
So please listen to the words of our Master and then follow Him in all that you do.

